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ROSS Quick Start – Checklist & How To 

RepliWeb Operations Suite for SharePoint® (ROSS) offers replication of content and code for 
SharePoint® servers. It is designed for critical enterprise deployment processes including comprehensive 
scheduling, recovery, rollback, efficient transfer engines, delegated deployment capabilities, and much 
more. 

The purpose of this document is to provide initial guidelines and considerations for planning a ROSS 
deployment.  

Installation & Prerequisites 

ROSS needs to be installed on only one Web Front End (WFE) server in each MOSS or WSS 3.0 farm. 
Different kits are available for x86 / x64 environments. While compatibility is supported between 
different ROSS releases, it is recommended to install the same version in each environment to get the 
benefits of the newer version. 

ROSS can work in conjunction with the regular operation of a WFE server. However, if you plan to 
continuously operate heavy ROSS deployment jobs, you may use a separate dedicated WFE server for 
those operations. 

Additional information regarding guidelines on assessing minimal system requirements is available in a 
dedicated ROSS System Requirements, for detailed information about prerequisites please refer to the 
ROSS Release Notes. To obtain best results please verify that the recommended SharePoint updates are 
installed. 

  
Note:  The documents referenced to in this guide are available at the ROSS Documentation page. 
 

Running Deployment and Replication Jobs 

Job types 

ROSS provides two types of job families, Solution Deployment and Replication jobs.  

Solution Deployment jobs (available in Upload and Distribution flavors) are defined in order to deploy 
solutions packaged in a .WSP file to a target farm. 

Replication jobs (available in Upload, Distribution and Download flavors) are defined to replicate 
SharePoint content and functional  assets (site collections, sites, lists, content, artifacts, workflows, 
structure, look & feel, navigation, features activation, content types, etc.) between source and target 
farms. 

http://www.repliweb.com/resources/ross-doc.php


   

 

 

ROSS Quick Start – Checklist & How To  P a g e  | 2 

 

Proper sequence of job execution 

Regardless of the deployment method (ROSS, native tool, or other), deploying assets in sequence within 
SharePoint is a complex task which requires careful review and execution. While ROSS provides many 
benefits in streamlining deployment, there is still no substitute for the proper planning and execution of 
jobs. To help assure successful deployments, RepliWeb suggests making these considerations (in this 
order): 

1. Identifying interdependencies: When planning a SharePoint deployment process, it is important 
to make sure that all necessary features are installed and available for use on the target farm 
before replicating sites and content that may be using it. For best results, please verify that you 
are familiar with the features required for the site operation. 

2. Deploying Solutions: Once interdependencies have been identified, one may then use ROSS 
Solution Deployment jobs (for .WSPs) to deploy those features on the target, making it available 
to the SharePoint artifacts that depend on it.  

3. Replicating SharePoint Sites: Once solutions have been successfully deployed and activated, 
one may then proceed with the replications of sites that may include content and functionalities 
built upon those features. 

User rights 

When a replication / solution deployment job is running, it is operated under a given user account. For 
successful operation, the accounts being used should comply with minimal privileges required by the 
system. The required privileges are listed in a complementary document entitled Windows Account 
Guidelines for ROSS. 

Replication scope 

ROSS replication jobs are flexible and enable the replication of different scopes from base job entities 
(Site Collection(s), Site or List) to specific includes and excludes (down to the item level). 

When planning a replication job, it is important to consider multiple aspects including … 

¶ Manageability: Defining fewer jobs in order to replicate wider scopes is very quick, however, 
narrowing the scope of jobs to specific areas (such as a specific site or site collection) enables 
easier planning (for example, verifying that all features are properly installed), easier control and 
auditing review (for example, in case there is a requirement for review within change control) 
and taking advantage of different ROSS functionalities such as site-specific job delegation to 
content owners (through the ROSS Web UI). 

¶ Load: ROSS usage of system resources is correlated to the amount and structure of data that it 
must analyze and replicate. Using jobs that are defined to achieve specific tasks, rather than a 
single job defined to perform an overwhelming replication at a very large scope, is preferred for 
better use of the available system resources and quicker targeted task achievement. 

¶ Interdependencies: SharePoint provides flexible options to manage and extend data, for 
example through calculated fields and references to data sources that are in SharePoint but out 
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of the scope of the specific entity. When replicating a specific scope (for example, a list), take 
into considerations that data being used as reference, which is stored out of that scope, will not 
be replicated. Other examples may include navigation elements stored at the site collection 
level, site variation labels stored at the site collection level, or site content types used by lists. 
Carefully verify that your scope covers all the data required for successful operation on the 
target, and define the replication job in accordance (using ROSS to replicate the higher level 
entity functional building blocks (e.g. Site elements before List) can help verify successful sub-
entity prerequisites availability). 

Due process 

After installing the system for the first time, and 
before running jobs on your actual environment, it is 
recommended to start with a simple test job. Define 
and run a simple local upload job of a site to another 
site under the same site collection (preferably a new 
site created for the test). Once verified as ‘successful’, 
define and run an upload job of a simple site between 
the source and the planned target.  

Going through this process helps to verify that the 
basic settings are properly configured before focusing 
on more complex tasks. 

Error handling 

While due replication may fail in a way that is justified  
and related to missing prerequisites (like features  
installed on the target or dependencies on things that  
are out of the replication scope), it is sometimes required to skip the problematic elements and 
complete the process ‘successfully’.  

ROSS allows skipping errors that may occur in different stages (like snapshot, import, and transfer) of 
the replication process through error handling options available in the job’s General properties tab. 
However, it is important to acknowledge that skipping certain elements may affect the proper 
functionality of the target, as other items may depend on skipped items. It is therefore recommended to 
solve the root cause of a failure rather than skip it.  

For proper auditing and job execution review, ROSS provides detailed reports. Additional information 
about the options and reports discussed above is available in the ROSS User Guide. 

Additional Information 

ROSS provides enterprise strength, reliability, detailed reporting, rollback, delegation options, and 
extensive scheduling options, which ensure efficiency and free up precious IT resources. Additional 
information is available on our ROSS Product page http://www.repliweb.com/ross. 

Running an initial Site deployment test 

Manually create a simple Site using the SharePoint 
interface under a Site Collection of your choice, access to 
test it, then define an upload job to test the deployment 
of this site to another site under the same site collection: 

1. Log into ROSS using the appropriate credentials (as 

described above), and click the Upload ( ) toolbar 
button. 

2. Provide a job name. 
3. Keep the default Replicate scope values (Site 

Collection, Site or List and Standard Set). 
4. Using the Browse button, select the source site you 

created for this test. 
5. Provide Edge information and credentials (same as 

the source). 
6. Copy and paste the source URL to the target field and 
ŎƻƴŎŀǘŜƴŀǘŜ ά1έ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦w[Σ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ 
Submit. 

7. Once the job is marked as completed ( ) access the 
target URL to see the replicated site. 

http://www.repliweb.com/products/ross/index.php
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June 3, 2010 
Copyright © 2000-2009 by RepliWeb, Inc. 
 
The information in this document has been compiled with care, but RepliWeb makes no warranties as to accurateness or 
completeness, as the software described herein may be changed or enhanced from time to time. This information does not 
constitute commitments or representations by RepliWeb, and is subject to change without notice. The software described in 
this document is furnished under license and may be used or copied only in accordance with the terms of this license. 
No part of this document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, for any 
purpose, without the express written consent of RepliWeb, Inc. 
Any trademarks, trade names, service marks, or service names owned or registered by any other company and used in this 
document are proprietary to that company.  
 
Please direct correspondence or inquiries to: 
 
RepliWeb, Inc. 
6441 Lyons Road  
Coconut Creek 
FL 33073 
 

Phone: (954) 946-2274 

Fax: (954) 337-6424 

E-Mail: info@repliweb.com 

Support: http://support.repliweb.com   

Website: http://www.repliweb.com/ 
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